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Only Jesus
Gordon Crook, Pastor

Grace Assembly, Wichita, Kansas

“For I determined not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.” 1 Corinthians 2:2

There has been so much added to the gospel over the
years. People want something more than “just Jesus.” It
seems like it might not be enough. There must be more.
Maybe some rues to follow. Maybe some secret
knowledge needed to be really spiritual. “For the Jews
require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;”
1 Corinthians 1:22-23.

Paul could have spoken about all of these things. He
knew the law better than most. He certainly knew a lot
about Greek philosophy and Roman mythology. He
certainly could have made up some good rules. He could
have made himself to be important. “But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.” Galatians 6:14

Paul’s only concern was to preach Jesus Christ crucified.
His purpose was always to make sure the gospel rested
solely on Jesus’ finished work on the cross. Wisdom
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cannot be found in the many words of men. The wisdom
of God is found only in Jesus.

Salvation is found only in Jesus. No religion of men or
effort of any sort can save a man’s soul. Only Jesus.
“And this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.” John 17:3

Paul warned Timothy about all of the other things that
would try to creep in. “Neither give heed to fables
and endless genealogies, which minister
questions, rather than godly edifying which is in
faith: so do.” 1Timothy 1:4. “O Timothy, keep
that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of
science falsely so called:” 1 Timothy 6:20. The
desire for something additional from man has always
been a problem.

There are many “different” ideas about the “gospel.”
Again, Paul warns about this in Galatians 1:6-9 “I
marvel that ye are so soon removed from him
that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: Which is not another; but there
be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again,
If any man preach any other gospel unto you than
that ye have received, let him be accursed.”
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Joseph Smith claimed an angel came and gave him the
“correct” gospel. However, it is a “gospel” of works with
a lot of supposedly new knowledge. It is exactly what
Paul warned about. That is easy to see. But there are
many in Christianity that also are preaching a “different
gospel.”

If the gospel you are listening to is not about Jesus
crucified and risen, it is another gospel. If it gets
something from you, it is another gospel. The “gospel”
is “good news.” My effort is not good news. My effort is
iffy at best.

Paul helps us understand the true gospel which is: Jesus
paid the price for our sins, Jesus lives in us, and Jesus
sanctifies us. “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me” Galatians 2:20.

This removes all self righteousness and all self glorying.
We cannot take credit for any part of our spiritual
maturity. “But God forbid that I should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
Galatians 6:14. It is all about Jesus, and it is all from
Jesus. “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good I find
not.” Romans 7:18
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We need to heed Paul and realize that we should be
preaching Jesus, and Him crucified. We do not need
additional worldly wisdom to guide us. We do not need
special prophesies of our lives. We do not need secret
revelations from the Bible. We only need Jesus. He is
enough, because He is all and in all; the fulness of the
Godhead.

To some, this will seem silly and weak. To others, it is
not enough. But, for those that want to know God and
have full fellowship with Him, it is enough. “For the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:18. “But of him
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption:” 1Corinthians 1:30.

89
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GOD’S PERFECT TIMING IN JESUS’
DEATH

Vicky Moots

Psalm 22 is a prophetic messianic Psalm referring to
Jesus, and is descriptive of death by crucifixion,
especially verse 16 which states, “…they pierced my
hands and my feet.”  Crucifixion did not ever exist at the
time that this Psalm was written.

Jesus had to be born at a time in history when crucifixion
was used for execution in order that He would be
crucified and “hanged on a tree,” signifying that He was
cursed and became sin for us.  Paul tells us in Gal. 3:13:
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is
every one that hangeth on a tree.”

Not only was the time of Jesus birth planned, but so was
the time of His death.  Jesus came into the world for the
purpose of dying for our sins.  The amount of time that
He spent on this earth, up to and including the day and
time of His death.

It had been planned by God that Jesus would die at the
time of Passover and become the final Passover Lamb.
He told His disciples as they ate the Passover supper that
He was going to be betrayed and die, and that the wine
and the bread represented His own blood and body.  He
knew that it was His time to die.  After praying in the
Garden of Gethsemane, Judas came and betrayed Him
with a kiss, and they arrested Him and then crucified Him
according to God’s time table.
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He died on the cross at the time appointed by God,
before evening, so that the soldiers would not have to
break His legs.  The Passover lamb was not allowed to
have any of its bones broken, and so the Scripture was
fulfilled regarding Jesus, who was the Lamb of God.  We
find this recorded in John 19:33-34, 36-37: “But when
they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already,
they brake not his legs, But one of the soldiers with a
spear pierced his side…For these things were done, that
the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not
be broken.  And again another scripture saith, They shall
look on him whom they pierced.”

Now I would like to discuss things from a medical
standpoint.  The cause of death from crucifixion is from
asphyxiation (lack of oxygen), not from blood loss.  So
that means that Jesus did not shed His blood simply from
the act of crucifixion.

A person being crucified eventually becomes so weak
that he cannot hold himself up long enough with his legs
to take a breath, and so he died from lack of oxygen to
the brain.  The soldiers would sometimes have to break
the legs of the criminals to cause them to die sooner so
that their bodies could be taken down off the cross in a
timely manner.

How, then, did Jesus shed His blood if He died by
suffocation? Jesus needed to be able to shed His blood
in order to atone for our sins, as we read in Heb. 9:22:
“and without shedding of blood is no remission [of sin].”

When a person dies, the heart stops beating, and the
blood vessel’s collapse, causing the blood to back up into
the heart and pool there.  As a coroner I have had to
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obtain blood samples for postmortem toxicology, but
since people don’t bleed after they die, how was that
possible for me to do that? I would do that by inserting
a long needle through the bottom part of the chest up
into the main cavity of the heart, the left ventricle, and
drawing out some of the blood that was there.  So, God
planned for the soldier to pierce Jesus’ heart with a
spear, allowing all of His pooled blood to flow out.  All
of this was possible and happened because He died at the
exact time that He did, according to God’s time clock, and
did not need to have His legs broken.  Thus, redemption
was accomplished according to God’s purpose and
according to His time.

hg

For By Grace Are You Saved

For by grace through  faith are you saved.
Not of yourselves, not of works.

It is the gift of God lest anyone should boast.
For by grace are you saved.

“I am the way” says Jesus today.
Though men choose many more.

“I did the only work that had to be done.
Have faith and rejoice evermore.
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Sharing Testimonies

Still Here, Still Grateful

By Lydia Davis

When a cancer diagnosis comes, your life changes. The
possibility of death is no longer a far-away abstraction,
it’s real and very possible, and possibly imminent. I was
diagnosed with colon cancer in 2012, and it was stage
3, so I was in trouble. I had surgery to put a port in my
chest for chemo, then surgery to remove the tumor and
resect my colon, then a few weeks later, I started the 12
rounds of chemotherapy every other week for 6 months.
I wasn’t afraid of dying, Jesus is my Saviour, I know I’m
going to heaven. What I did fear was pain and suffering
and worry for my family. So, I set out to try to get well
from this cancer, and felt a sense of peace and positivity
from the start that all would be well.

Chemo is poison. It kills the cancer cells along with
healthy ones, and does awful things to many parts of the
body. Still, I was grateful to be able to take the needed
chemo. Every week I got weaker and the side effects
worsened, but I made it through. By God’s grace and
healing, I survived, along with the guidance of my
Oncologist who was a man of faith, and the love,
strength, & prayers from my family, my church, and co-
workers. Then after all the chemo, I began the long
recovery to my new normal self, after cancer.

It’s now been 13 years since my last chemo. To the
medical world, I’m not “cured”, I’m in remission. I have
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had a great life these years after cancer. I do my check-
ups and preventive care, and the Lord keeps blessing me
with health and happiness. I used to be a workaholic;
cancer changed my outlook. It made me realize my job
wasn’t the only thing in my life and helped me re-
evaluate priorities. When I was offered the chance to
retire early, I jumped at it. I am grateful for these extra
years I’ve been given and try to truly enjoy life, and I
look for joy on a daily basis. It can be the beauty of a
sunset, my doggie doing something cute, travelling to a
new destination, beautiful music; little things that add joy
and meaning if you take the time to let them. The Lord
healed me and has given me these bonus years, and I’m
grateful every day.

I encourage you also to look for joy each day.

Psalm 118:24 “This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

–– 0 ––

Debra Isenbletter – Springfield, Missouri

A short meditation I hope will be a blessing. Our faith
is being tested every day in every way. But God is faithful
and by His grace we are faithful. Lord Bless!

I was meditating on the phrase “from faith to faith” in
Romans 1:17. When I look at the phrase “from faith to
faith” I see the completeness and fullness of faith in our
lives. The word “from” denotes origin, it looks back to
the beginning. We begin our lives with faith. The word
“to” indicates a point reached, it looks forward to the
destination. We begin our lives by faith and end our lives
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by faith and in-between we live our lives by faith. Faith
is the link between the beginning and the end and is also
the foundation. Faith is the “persuasion, conviction,
assurance, and reliance” we have in all the promises in
the gospel. It is how we live our lives each day. We go
from one degree of faith to another. We grow in faith.
We go from faith in salvation to faith in sanctification.

Ryrie Bible: “from faith to faith.” Faith from start to
finish.

John Phillips: “from faith to faith.” The righteousness of
God is received by faith and reproduced by faith.

David Franklin: (Romans study) “from faith to faith.”
From faithful God to faithful messengers. From faithful
messengers to faithful listeners.

–– 0 ––

Pastor Pani and team – Orissa, India

We thank God for His unfailing love, sustaining grace and
His countless mercies that have carried us thus far. Each
new month is a fresh reminder of God’s faithfulness and
His goodness. Let us make use of this opportunity to
grow deeper in our walk with Him.

We live in a crucial time. All over the world, there is a
drastic change in the climate. Many western countries
experience severe heat waves never known in history. In
India, because of the El-Nino effect, longer and more
intense heat is prevailing in many States with deficit of
rainfall. Besides, we hear increasing incident about
violence, hatred, war, bloodshed. All these clearly are the
signs that we are living in the last days. There is an
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important thing that we, as God’s people, need to do at
this time - that is to pray. II Chronicles 7:14, the Lord
said to Israel, “If my people, who are called by my name,
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear them from
heaven, and forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

Let us humble ourselves as “a little child” in the sight of
the Lord, seeking God’s favor. As Christians we should
be models of God’s righteousness - “salt” and “light” for
a sinful and hurting society. Let us take inventory of our
own personal lives. As we humbly seek God in prayer,
changes take place in our lives. Our prayer is that we
may encourage you to trust the Lord wholeheartedly,
remain steadfast in prayer and experience His abiding
presence in every circumstance.

–– 0 ––

Sharon Townsend – Michigan

Dear Sister, Just wanted to let you know how much your
last letter meant to me. We were in II Corinthians 7 and
I had been reading verse 6 “Nevertheless God, that
comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the
coming of Titus.”

I remember being a little “Cast Down” and was thinking
I really need a “Titus.” At that moment, someone
brought in the Church mail and there was your letter.
Your letter was a great comfort to me.

I had to laugh at how good our God is. I guess you could
say your letter was “The Coming Of Titus.” Praying for
you all.

–– 0 ––
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Battles

Every day there is a battle,
  A struggle in my soul.
Spirit and flesh in conflict,
  Fighting for control.

Sometimes I am so weary,
  I long to see Your face.
To gaze upon Your glory.
  To rest upon Your grace.

The days seem long and endless,
  The battles never cease.
But when Your arm is my defense,
  Then I have Your peace.

My flesh would like to rest in ease,
  But conflict makes me fight.
To win the battle I must stand,
  Depending on your Might.

Some days I’ve felt the fiery darts,
  And fallen, wounded sore.
But Grace has picked me up again,
  And Love my strength restored.

Debra Isenbletter
Springfield, Missouri
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Ephesians

Pastor Gordon Crook

Chapter 3 & 4

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us,
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

These verses that closeout chapter three tell us
something we need to know about what Jesus can do for
us and through us.

We often are trying so hard to do something for the
Lord. Or maybe we are trying to become something we
think is what God wants from us. This personal effort
always results in something that falls short. Not because
we had bad intentions, or are just too dumb to do it
right.

We really need to come to the place where we recognize
that anything worth anything in our lives is the result of
God’s personal work in us. HE is able to do ABOVE all
that we ask or think. Why are we so reluctant to let Him
work in our lives. When we do, He will get the glory and
we will be better off for it.

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
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wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every
one of us is given grace according to the measure
of the gift of Christ.” Ephesians 4:1-7

Notice the “therefore.” It is telling us that what is
coming is related to what just was written. How are we
going to “walk worthy”? It is only because of Him that
is “able to do exceeding abundantly above.” Paul
begs believers to recognize that they can walk worthy
because of the life of Christ. He empowers us.

Notice that the worthy walk includes “lowliness” and
“meekness.” These two characteristics are not much
desired in much of Christianity today. They are equated
with weakness, and many believe that Christians should
never be weak because the world will beat you down if
you are weak.

Jesus taught us something different. “Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the earth” Matthew
5:5. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls” Matthew 11:29. “Learn
from me.” There is only fear of meekness if we think
that the world has something we want. Jesus was clear
that we have nothing in this word.
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“Longsuffering” – “Bearing troubles patiently.”
Also very contrary to the old creation. We do not like to
suffer fools. We are too strong for that. However, this
characteristic is throughout Paul’s epistles. It is part of
the fruit of the Spirit. That means that it is not something
you have to grit your teeth and learn to do. If you are
yielding to the Holy Spirit, it will be worked in you.

“Forbearing one another” – Forbear means to
hold up or to sustain. Are we willing to hold up our
brother and sister? Do we feel  like we need to just leave
them to fend for themselves? This is not the love of
Christ. Imagine if Jesus decided to just leave you to fend
for yourself? If there is any spiritual maturity in your life,
it is because of Jesus and it will lead you to care about
your brother and sister.

“Endeavouring” – “Being diligent or quick.” This
means that this is of utmost importance to us. “Keep”
– “guard or watch.” This is NOT saying that we
maintain the unity of the Spirit, but rather we are to be
constantly on guard to recognize that unity. We often
forget that Jesus is the key to unity and we want to
create our own little group thing. I am not proposing that
we should compromise doctrine for the sake of unity, but
we must recognize that all believers are part of the body
of Christ. There should be peace in the body of Christ.

Paul reminds us that there is only “ONE” body. Only
“ONE” Lord, “ONE” God who is above all of us. None
of us gets to claim we are something more or different
than others. The same life is in every believer. We
certainly realize that each individual has a personal
responsibility and a personal relationship with Jesus, but
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together we are the body of Jesus. He is the head, not
us.

Verse 7 reminds us that this spiritual life is an individual
relationship. Jesus is dealing with each individual that
comes to Him. The grace that you receive is not more
or less than the grace I receive. We may sometimes view
it as different, but the grace available to you is the same
grace available to others.

The measure of grace is based on Jesus. He paid the
price. He bought your redemption. The measure is not
based on what I might have done, or not done. My sin
did not require less grace than yours.

I am so glad grace is given according to His measure.
We would want to restrict to some based on our idea of
who deserves it. I cannot say that I have not received
enough grace. I may not have allowed His grace in all
of its fulness in my life, but it has certainly been made
available to me. I pray that you are enjoying the fulness
of God’s grace in your life. It is able to sanctify you
completely and prepare you for His soon coming.

“We then, as workers together with him, beseech
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in
vain” 2 Corinthians 6:1. “But by the grace of God
I am what I am: and his grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 1
Corinthians 15:10

/\
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Which Way Is God Leading?

Greg Gilliam – Pastor
Grace Christian Assembly
Independence, Missouri

“And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the
people go, that God led them not through the way of
the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for
God said, ‘Lest peradventure the people repent when
they see war, and they return to Egypt.’ But God led
the people about, through the way of the wilderness
of the Red Sea: and the children of Israel went up
harnessed out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 13:17–
18).

There are moments in life when we arrive at a
crossroads—a place where important decisions must be
made that will shape our future, whether in our careers,
relationships, or spiritual walk. In these pivotal times,
Scripture teaches us not to rely on our own
understanding but to seek God’s direction. Proverbs 3:5–
6 reminds us, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.”

The children of Israel experienced such a crossroads. In
Numbers 20:14–22, Moses sent messengers to the king
of Edom, requesting passage through his land—a shorter
and easier route—but permission was denied. Instead,
they were led the longer way around by the Red Sea.
Frustrated, the people spoke against God and Moses,
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questioning why they had been brought out of Egypt
only to face hardship in the wilderness.

This account teaches us the importance of following the
leading of the Spirit, even when it doesn’t make sense to
us. God’s direction may not always align with human
logic or what appears easiest, but His way leads to His
best for our lives. Often, the flesh urges us toward the
path that seems simpler or more convenient, tempting us
to rely on our own strength and leave God out of the
equation.

Yet Scripture reminds us that the flesh and the Spirit are
in conflict. No matter our age or how long we have
walked with the Lord, this struggle remains. If we walk
according to the flesh, we become consumed with
temporary, carnal things. But as Paul instructs in
Galatians 5:16, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill
the lust of the flesh.” Choosing to follow the Spirit—even
when the path is longer or harder—keeps us aligned with
God’s purpose and leads us exactly where He intends for
us to be.

Where He Leads Me

I can hear my Savior calling,
“Take thy cross and follow Me.”
He will give me grace and glory,
And go with me, all the way.
Where He leads me, I will follow,
I’ll go with Him, with Him all the way.

      
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   
Sharon Townsend

Pastor of Grace Assembly
Chesterfield, Michigan

“For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of
our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we
were pressed out of measure, above strength,
insomuch that we despaired even of life.” II
Corinthians 1:8

Paul had not wanted the saints to be ignorant concerning
the trouble that came to him when he was in Asia. The
word “trouble” means a narrow place that hems one in;
especially when feeling there is no escape. There had
been a time in Paul’s ministry where he had been
forbidden by the Holy Ghost to go into Asia so Paul did
not go at that time.

If Paul had gone to Asia when God had told him not to,
he would not have had to face the opposition from Satan
that we see mentioned here in verse 8. Paul eventually
did go into Asia at the right time and it is at that time
he was faced with “trouble.”

Just because our feet are going in the direction the Lord
leads, does not mean there isn’t going to be opposition.
Oftentimes opposition and trouble come because one IS
walking the way the Lord leads. I want to share a few
thoughts, all seem to deal with “feet.”
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Jesus washes the  disciples feet in John 13:1-17,
remember it was before the cross. Peter did not want
him to wash his feet and Jesus let him know it was
necessary. Then Peter said, if that’s the case then wash
all of me. Jesus let him know, he was already clean, only
his feet needed cleansing.

Usually feet were washed after they got dirty. They were
in the house and probably had them washed before they
entered the house which, I believe, was the custom. Here
Jesus washes Peter’s feet just before he went to the
cross. Just before Peter denied him. Jesus was preparing
him for what lay ahead.

We look at Peter’s denial of Jesus as a great failure. It
wasn’t. That experience cause Peter to know that he
could not put his trust in self; but he could trust Jesus.
His focus afterwards, is off himself and on Jesus. That
is victory.

We know, from scripture that we are cleansed through
the washing of water by the word. It is the Word that
cleans our feet. It is the Word that prepares us for what
lay ahead. This portion of scripture is not about
salvation. It is about our walk.

Verse 14, “If I then, your LORD and Master have
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one
another’s feet.”

So, how is this done? We encourage or build each other
up with the Word. We find Jesus and share Him.


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MORE THAN ENOUGH
John 6:1-14

David Beck
Sedalia, Missouri

I know, this is a very familiar story that most of us
remember from Sunday School. It’s found in all four
Gospels. The Lord impressed it upon me by the Holy
Spirit. This account was a huge miracle. One definition
of a miracle is “supernatural intervention by God in the
ordinary course of nature.” Some say we don’t see
miracles anymore. If you are a Born Again Christian, look
in a mirror and you will see a miracle! All of us were
sentenced to die because of sin …BUT GOD!! He
intervened in the person of Jesus Christ and that was
forever changed for All who believe in that finished work
of Calvary.

We see in Verse 2 “a great multitude followed Jesus and
in V. 3 that Jesus sat on the mountain with his disciples,
separate from the multitude. I thought of those who take
their place in the heavenly places in Christ by faith. Those
who walk with Jesus daily, So, who am I listening to?
Who am I spending time with? Am I following to be in
the crowd, or am I following Jesus to be with Him?

In V. 4 we read the Passover was near. This is no
coincidence because Jesus is the Substance of God’s
Passover! Not only is HE the ONE who would be more
than enough food for this multitude …HE is the ONE
whose sacrifice would be More than enough to provide
for eternal life to all who believe on Him.
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V. 5, Jesus sees this great multitude approaching and I
do not believe He was at all surprised. He asks Philip
where bread could be purchased to feed them. Yet, He
himself knew what He would do. I also believe He knew
what Philip’s answer would be. Philip realized the futility
of this suggestion. So why did Jesus ask Him? I think He
wanted Philip to know HIS OWN ATTITUDE. God will
allow us to peer into that mirror and see an attitude,
opinion, or interpretation that does not reflect the
viewpoint of one who is wholly dependent on Christ.

The 200 denarii equaled about a year’s wages and was
probably all the money they had, but not enough to solve
this problem. There was such a great need before them
and their resources were so small. How often do we face
an imposing obstacle or a serious trial and it seems to
consume us so that our faith may dwindle and even
unbelief begins to creep in. Unbelief leads to doubt and
fear: fear of failing, of letting others down, even
doubting that God will answer or supply the need.

Mary Bodie wrote, “Philip saw the crowd, not the Christ.”
Do we sometimes see the need or the demand and not
the Supply? We have all these questions, and HE is the
answer! We are so limited and HE is not! A preacher once
said, “Are you impressed with the need, or are you
impressed with God?” When did so much of Christendom
get to the point that Jesus is not enough?

V. 9, Andrew has made a discovery. We may not have
enough money, but this boy has his lunch. So Andrew’s
suggestion shows he has doubt as well. We have gone
from spending all of our money for bread that won’t even
begin to be enough …to having something on hand that
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may feed a family or two. Oh, my! Don’t we come up
with some of the greatest ideas!

Isaiah 55:8 (NLT), the Lord says, “MY thoughts are
nothing like your thoughts. My ways are far beyond
anything you can imagine.” We simply cannot limit God
to our understanding or expectations. The Word of God
is not bound and God is not bound. My wife will say,
“You can’t put God in a box.” The Lord wants to move
in ways to inspire you, put you in awe, cause you to be
grateful, joyful, and to trust and love Him even more.

V. 10, notice Jesus really doesn’t answer Andrew’s
question, but He most certainly responds. He says, “have
them sit down,” get in position to receive, to be
ministered to. This tells us to submit, wait, and to
acknowledge HIS power, HIS authority, HIS ability, and
HIS headship as opposed to our own or anyone else! We
are to be expecting even before we see anything happen.
A friend of mine says “do the next thing.” God wants us
to trust Him to deliver us, and He also wants us to trust
Him each step of the way. Don’t ignore or disregard the
process. It is often during that time we can receive the
greatest blessing and revelation from the Lord.

V. 11, “Jesus took …and gave thanks …” He did not say
“Well, I wish there was more, but if this is all you can
come up with, let’s give it a try.” A great example of
being thankful in little, not just in much. Now notice …
It is in HIS hands.

We have gone from “that each may have a little” – V. 7,
to “as much as they wanted” – V. 11. All were given
opportunity to partake; regardless of race, religion,
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Something Beautiful

Something beautiful,
Something good.
All my confusion, He undestood.
All I had to offer Him
Was brokenness and strife,,
But He made something,
Beautiful of my life.

f  f  f

gender, age, education, or class of society. No
discrimination here! (God is no respecter of persons). All
are welcome at the table of Jesus.

So, what happened? Everything changed when it was put
IN HIS HANDS. And it still does …think of the change
that takes place when something, or someone, is placed
in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In HIS hands …”a little” becomes “abundantly above all
we could ask or think” …weakness becomes Strong in the
power of HIS might …sickness turns into health …the
impossible becomes possible “things that be not” become
“things that are” …mourning turns into dancing …death
becomes life, and life more abundant …a problem
becomes a process as stumbling blocks become stepping
stones and the most difficult experience brings the
greatest revelations of truth!

Part 2 of “More Than Enough” will be in the next issue.
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The Encouraging Word

“For what so ever things were written afore time were
written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” Romans
15:4

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
spirit, and watching there unto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints.” Ephesians 6:18

Jesus speaking, “I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life.” John 8:12

“But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice
in thy salvation.” Psalm 13:5

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of His might.” Ephesians 6:6 and verse 10.

“But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” Romans 8:8
To God be the Glory.

“What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.” Psalm 56:3

Martha Wainright
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